Economic Evaluation of Safflower Yellow Injection for the Treatment of Patients with Stable Angina Pectoris in China: A Cost-Effectiveness Analysis.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of Safflower Yellow Injection (SYI) plus conventional treatment (SYI group) versus conventional treatment only (conventional group) for the treatment of stable angina pectoris (SAP) patients in China. A decision-tree model was constructed and the treatment impact was estimated for up to 1 year. The data, including treatment effectiveness, episodes of angina pectoris (AP)-associated hospitalization and its in-hospital mortality, mortality rate of heart diseases, and cost of hospitalization, were obtained from literature. The costs of medications were calculated based on their average bidding prices in China. The authors also conducted a doctor survey to obtain cost associated with death of cardiovascular events. Sensitivity analysis was performed to evaluate the robustness of the results. SAP patients in the SYI group (n = 1000) gained incremental 66.01 quality-adjusted life years (QALYs) at a cost of $250,294 compared with patients receiving conventional treatment, yielding an incremental cost-effectiveness ratio of $3,791/QALY, which was less than Chinese GDP per capita and is considered to be highly cost effective per WHO-recommended economic evaluation guidelines. Sensitivity analysis indicated that the results were robust with variations for all major parameters of the model. SYI combined with conventional treatment is a highly cost-effective therapy option compared with the conventional treatment for treatment of SAP in China.